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Georgios I. Zervakis was born in Athens, Greece. He completed his studies at the Agricultural 

University of Athens (1988), and then his PhD (1988-1992) at the same Institution (Laboratory of 

General and Agricultural Microbiology) and at the University of Bordeaux II – INRA (Laboratory of 

Molecular Genetics and Breeding of Cultivated Mushrooms), France, with postgraduate fellowships 

from the State Scholarships Foundation – IKY and the EU, respectively. He has been post-doctoral 

fellow of the Royal Society at The University of Manchester (UK), School of Biological Sciences 

(1994), and then research associate at the Agricultural University of Athens (1995). From 1996 to 

2009 he was appointed Researcher at the National Agricultural Research Foundation of Greece, 

Institute of Kalamata, serving also as Director of the Institute for over nine years (1997 – 2006). In 

March 2008, he was elected Assistant Professor in “Agricultural Microbiology – Mycology” at the 

Agricultural University of Athens, where he is active since October 2009. He served as Associate 

Professor from 2014 to 2018, and from then on as Professor. Since 2019 he is also Head at the 

Laboratory of General and Agricultural Microbiology. 

 The main current activities and research interests of G. Zervakis could be summarized as 

follows: diversity, ecology, molecular systematics and phylogeny of fungi with emphasis on 

Basidiomycota and Ascomycota; mushroom breeding (development of new high-performing hybrid 

strains) and cultivation (optimization of production methodologies), evaluation of 

nutritional/dietetic/functional properties of fungal biomass; bioconversion/detoxification of agro-

industrial wastes, synthetic polymers and other environmental pollutants, biodegradation of 

lignocellulosic residues through the use of selected microorganisms (e.g. white-rot fungi), etc.  

 G. Zervakis was invited speaker and/or member of the Organization and Scientific 

Committees in several national and international Congresses. He acted as evaluator for research 

proposals submitted to Greek and international funding Agencies (e.g. GSRT and HFRI – Greece, 

IPE – Cyprus, NWO – Dutch Research Council, GAAV – Academy of Sciences of the Czech 

Republic, VEGA –Slovak Academy of Sciences, NCN – National Science Centre of Poland, 

CONICYT – Chilean National Science and Technology Commission, and the European Science 

Foundation – ESF). He is owner and co-owner of two patents, and co-breeder/co-owner of six 

registered/protected Pleurotus ostreatus, P. nebrodensis and Cyclocybe cylindracea hybrid mushroom strains 

(CPVR – UPOV). He was also member of the National Committee responsible for the drafting of 

legislation on the conservation and exploitation of wild edible mushrooms (Ministry of Rural 

Development & Food and Ministry of Environment & Energy, Greece). 

 G. Zervakis has been the recipient of over 30 competitive research grants during the last 20 

years (through open calls, mainly EU-funded or financially supported by the GSRT), including LdV–

ΤοΙ (as scientific coordinator), LIFE–Nature (as coordinator), Biodiversa+, international-bilateral (in 

two as scientific coordinator) and national (in seven as scientific coordinator) projects. In addition, he 

is responsible for the implementation of many other research projects which are funded/supported 
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by the private sector or other stakeholders. He has reviewed manuscripts submitted to more than 80 

SCI journals, and is/was Editor (or member of the Editorial Board) in five of them. 

G. Zervakis has authored/co-authored more than 280 papers in peer-reviewed scientific journals 

(129 in SCI journals, >4400 citations, h-index: 41; Scopus database), in proceedings of international 

congresses and as chapters in books. He was listed among the “World’s Top 2% Scientists” for four 

consecutive years (2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025) according to the publicly available database of top-

cited scientists compiled by Ioannidis et al. (Stanford University, USA; Elsevier Data Repository, 

https://elsevier.digitalcommonsdata.com/datasets/btchxktzyw/8) in the main field “Biomedical 

Research”, subfield “Mycology & Parasitology”. 
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Glaser & P. Baveye (eds.). Kluwer Academic Publishers, Dordrecht. 
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Kavroulakis, N., Ntougias, S., Zervakis, G.I., Ehaliotis, C., Haralampidis, K. & Papadopoulou, K.K. (2007). 
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molecular phylogeny of Pleurotus eryngii species-complex isolates from Iran, and notes on the systematics 
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Koutrotsios, G. & Zervakis, G.I. (2014). Comparative examination of the olive mill wastewater biodegradation 

process by various wood-rot macrofungi. BioMed Research International, Article ID 482937, 14 pp.; 
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Zervakis, G.I., Ntougias, S., Gargano, M.L., Besi, M.I., Polemis, E., Typas, M.A. & Venturella, G. (2014). A 

reappraisal of the Pleurotus eryngii complex – New species and taxonomic combinations based on the 

application of a polyphasic approach, and an identification key to Pleurotus taxa associated with Apiaceae 

plants. Fungal Biology 118, 814–834. 

Koutrotsios, G., Mountzouris, K. & Zervakis, G.I. (2014). Fungal bioconversions of various lignocellulosic 

by-products to edible biomass. New Biotechnology 31S, S212 (abstract). 

Ntougias, S., Baldrian, P., Ehaliotis, C., Nerud, F., Merhautová, V. & Zervakis, G.I. (2015). Olive mill 

wastewater biodegradation potential of white-rot fungi - Mode of action of fungal culture extracts and 

effects of ligninolytic enzymes. Bioresource Technology 189, 121–130. 

Ntougias, S., Lapidus, A., Han, J., Liolios, K., Pati, A., Chen, A., Klenk, H.-P., Woyke, T., Fasseas, C., 
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Triantafyllou, Μ., Polemis, Ε., Gonou-Zagou, Ζ., Dimou, D.M., Delivorias, P. & Zervakis, G.I. (2015). 

Taxonomic relationships among non-macrocystidiate taxa of Lactarius subg. Russularia from Europe with 

special reference to species from Greece. Mycological Progress 14, 78; doi: 10.1007/s11557-015-1101-8. 

Vaxevanidou, K., Papadopoulou, A.-L., Papassiopi, N., Koutrotsios G. & Zervakis, G.I. (2015). Effect of 

culture media in chromate reduction by mushroom fungi. In Proceedings of the 6th European Bioremediation 

Conference, pp. 307. Edited by Kalogerakis, N., Fava, F. & Manousaki, E. Chania, Greece.  

Polemis, E., Kottis, L., Konstantinidis, G. & Zervakis, G.I. (2015). Ectomycorrhizal and other sabulicolous 

macrofungi from sand dune ecosystems of coastal Greece. In Proceedings of the XVII Congress of European 

Mycologists, pp. 129–130 (abstract). European Mycological Association. Madeira, Portugal.  
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compounds and antioxidant activity exhibit high intraspecific variability in Pleurotus ostreatus mushrooms 

and correlate well with cultivation performance parameters. World Journal of Microbiology and Biotechnology 33, 
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