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1. LEARNING OUTCOMES
	Learning Outcomes

	

	The scope of the course is the provision of the academic and technical knowledge that will contribute to the understanding of both the theoretical and methodological approaches for the design and execution of a research project in the rural areas. The course will support the student to understand and explain socioeconomic phenomena, to discover regularity and order behind them and to place these phenomena in the historical, economic and social environment of their operation.

The course is divided into two parts: the theoretical and the practical involving the laboratory work. In the theoretical part of the course the student understands that the target of research is explorative, descriptive and explanatory. At the explorative stage, the target is to help the breaking down of the questions and the preparation of the research. The most important part of the socio-economic research is the descriptive part which uses both the quantitative and qualitative methods of data collection. At the explanatory level, the target is to identify the causes and reasons why something is happening. Thus, the student is taught how he/she will follow the steps/stages of the research process from asking the basic research question to the design of the research, the selection of method, the collection of information, the analysis of findings with the use of appropriate technical tools, their explanation and the writing up and dissemination of results.
In the laboratory, the student receives the knowledge of sampling, the counting tools and the methods of analysis with the use of Spss.
The course has been included in the programme “open courses- central register for Greek open courses” financed by the EU.
After the completion of the course, the student will have:
· obtained the theoretical knowledge to pose and investigate a research question
· developed the technical skills for the investigation of social and economic problems in rural areas
· acquired the capacity to understand and explain the socioeconomic phenomena studied
· discovered regularity and order behind socioeconomic phenomena and will have obtained the ability to place their explanation in the modern context of their operation
· obtained the theoretical knowledge and the technical skills to manage and handle critical problems in research and development at a national and international level
· develop the capacity to analyze data/information, synthesize findings, explain and compose final reports

	General Competences

	
· Autonomous work
· Group work



1. COURSE CONTENT
	· The dimensions of social research: basic and applied
· The research methods: quantitative and qualitative approaches 
· The research question, the selection of method and the stages of empirical research
· The sampling research process: methods of sampling and data collection Questionnaire design. Research designs for collecting data and comparison of advantages and disadvantages of the various methods of data collection 
· Data types and processing along with methods of data analysis, presentation and interpretation of data with the help of specific research examples 
· The interview and its difficulties
· The qualitative method. ‘Aide memoire’ and research design
· Participant observation, content analysis 
· The research publication
· More laboratory work related to issues of bibliography search, sampling, statistical analysis (SPSS) and project presentation.


1. TEACHING and LEARNING METHODS -  Evaluation
	TEACHING METHOD

	Live, face to face teaching in the classroom

	USE OF INFORMATICS and COMMUNICATION  TECHNOLOGIES

	· The course is completely computerized in the form of Power-point presentation and web-linked teaching
· The support of learning process and the necessary materials are facilitated by the electronic, web based e-class platform
· The course has been included in the programme “open access e-learning project for university courses”
· Exercises for homework uploaded in the Eclass platform


	TEACHING ORGANISATION

		Activity
	Workload

	Lectures (direct)
	65

	Laboratory
	13

	Exercise work
	26

	Autonomous study
	21

	Total contact hours and training(25 hours per ECTS)
	125 
(5 ECTS)




	STUDENTS EVALUATION



	I) Written final examination (50%) of different difficulty, based on the lectures offered, containing:
- Questions of development 
- Multiple choice questions

II)  Exercise questions with the use of Spss (50% of final evaluation)
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